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The Explorationist Newsletter is brought to you as a ‘member service’ of the Ontario  
Prospectors Association. The purpose is to share news and information amongst its members 

and also to act as the association’s  ‘Political Voice’.  
     The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the  
Ontario Prospectors Association, including all of it’s members and Directors. The writers  

accept full ownership of their contributions.  

WHY BE AN OPA MEMBER? 
The Ontario Prospectors Association exists to 
serve it’s members. It’s primary goal is to  
advocate for the Explorationist’s within the 
Province. The principal target of any lobbying 
that occurs is the governmental agencies that 
effect our operations.  To accomplish this the 
OPA becomes involved in the various projects 
and committees that are setup by government. 
OLL Disentanglement Working Group: 
Over the last year the Ontario Living Legacy 
(OLL) disentanglement project has been a ma-
jor thrust for the OPA. This process involved 
the negotiation of protected area boundaries 
off of Mining claims. The first success of this 
process was the recognition of patents and 
leases are not being able to be placed in the 
protected areas. The Ministers of Mines and 
Natural Resources asked the Partnership for 
Public Lands (PPL) and OPA to meet and 
come up with recommendations to the claims 
covered by protected areas. At present after 
lengthy discussions a series of recommenda-
tions for boundary modifications or no modifi-
cations were sent to the Ministries for consid-
eration. At present we await the Ministries  
final decisions. 
OGS Advisory Board (OGSAB): This advi-
sory board is comprised of explorationists and 
academics that provide suggestions of the type 
of projects the OGS should complete to  
enhance the exploration attractiveness in the 

province. This committee has one OPA repre-
sentative that represents the explorationists of 
the province. Over the years the advisory 
board has guided OGS field work. 
Ministers Mining Act Advisory Committee 
(MMAAC): This committee was established 
in 1992 to advise the Minister of changes to 
the Mining Act and Regulations. This  
Committee can be directed of concerns within 
the Act and Regs by Explorationists through 
OPA or the Local Prospecting Assoc., the 
Minister or the Ministers Staff. This working 
group is composed of an OPA rep, one rep 
from each Regional Assoc. and various other 
stakeholder Reps impacted by the Mining Act 
or Regulations. The Committee is presently 
examining the point where assessment work 
would stop being allowed in a Mine environ-
ment,  how staking and assessment work is 
completed on surface rights held lands and 
alternative methods of claims acquisition in 
areas of alienated surface rights.  
NAN-OPA-OMA Community Education 
Initiative: This committee has been examin-
ing the education requirements of First Na-
tions to assist in understanding the Explora-
tion and Mining sequence. It also has been  
examining the Exploration Communities short 
falls in understanding the First Nations Com-
munities. Recently the committee has been 
looking at Consultation of  First Nation com-
munities within the exploration sequence. The 
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 committee is looking at compiling the success-
ful and unsuccessful methods of consultation 
with First Nations communities.  Presently OPA 
has two representatives on this committee. 
Local Citizenship Committees (LCC): These 
committees comment on the Forest Manage-
ment Plan (FMP) of the various Sustainable 
Forest Licence areas. The committees comment 
on the FMP’s and try to promote a cooperative 
method so the various resource stakeholders are 
not negatively impacted by the Forestry indus-
try. The OPA has helped to populate these com-
mittees with explorationists. These committees 
are at the point where we can impact the  
development and removal of roads, bridges and  
culverts. 
Provincially Significant Mineral Process 
(PSMP): This process was developed by  
industry representatives, including OPA . PSMP 
was mandated through the OLL to help protect 
our mineral wealth. The OPA has worked hard 
to get the MNR to accept this into all protected 
areas development. The PPL has recognized this 
as our industries contribution to any protected 
areas development also. 
Room-to– Grow (R2G): This process was 
started by the OLL Forest Accord. This process 
states that if there is new fibre or lumber  
allocated to the Forestry companies there will 
be the development of new parks or protected 
areas to offset the new cutting. The OPA has 
worked extremely hard to get representation 
within this process. We have been given a  
guarantee that we will be at the beginning of the 
process to protect Mineral potential. The  
process, from the beginning, will avoid any  
present Mineral Tenure and employee PSMP on 
any selected areas. The OPA has been asked to 
sit on two of these processes to date and will 
represent explorationists on all future projects. 
Northern Boreal Initiative (NBI): The NBI is 
an MNR driven project that will move the por-
tion of the forest used as harvest further north. 
To do so impacts on certain First Nations tradi-
tional lands. To move further north the MNR 
has empowered the First Nations communities 
effected to complete land use planning and ef-
fectively drive the process. In preparation for 
this the MNR has brought all stakeholders 
(forestry, PPL, OPA etc.) together to have a 
voice in the project. The OPA has been working 

within the process to ensure any new pro-
tected areas do not impact high mineral po-
tential and to try and influence road construc-
tion so as to access high mineral potential. 
The OPA sits on a Mineral Working Group 
that is working within the process. 
Ontario Mineral Industry Cluster Council 
(OMICC): OPA sits on the newly formed 
OMICC representing the explorers of On-
tario. This group is looking at the advantages 
of all facets of the Exploration and Mining 
sector working together to better compete and 
promote the industry. 
Ontario Prospector Magazine: The maga-
zine is published 3 times yearly and is the 
good news vehicle for the OPA. The maga-
zine frequently highlights junior explorers 
success stories and other news from the ex-
ploration community. To be published in the 
magazine is as simple as contacting the OPA 
and asking. The magazine articles are based 
on the volume of advertisement. More  
advertisements more articles. 
Symposia: The OPA organizes the Toronto 
show in December and is a partner in the two 
April Regional events. These events strive to 
place prospectors, junior and major compa-
nies and the OGS together in a two day venue 
to share results and promote each other. 
These events attract 3-400 people and have 
been very successful in introducing all the 
players. The posters and speakers are all cur-
rent and informative. To participate please 
see the forms in the later part of this edition. 
Website: The OPA website has become a 
source of information for the Ontario Ex-
plorer. The site has a properties for sale or 
option section where prospectors or compa-
nies can get additional exposure. The various 
events and programs are also posted on the 
site. 
Geoscience Initiatives: The OPA has 
worked to partner with industry to provide a 
new geological data set for the Lake Nipigon 
Region. The OPA and the OGS say a void of 
data for this high mineral potential area and 
proceeded to lever funding from the Northern 
Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC) 
and Industry. This integrated project is com-
pleting geological mapping, airborne mag-
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